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On March 4, the Peruvian government announced that some 41 persons have died in a recent
outbreak of yellow fever affecting several communities in the country's jungle areas. According
to the Health Ministry, the fever is transmitted by the Haemagogus mosquito. Twenty victims
were recorded in Madre de Ris, eight in Huanuco, and the remainder in San Martin and other
communities. The Ministry reported that two million yellow fever vaccines had been acquired from
France, and that a series of preventative programs would soon be implemented in affected regions.
[In 1987, 150 deaths in Peru were attributed to yellow fever.] On March 3, Alberto Penaranda,
medical doctor and former director of the state-run hospital in Huari, Ancash, reiterated statements
that the government was responsible for the recent death toll resulting from a measles epidemic.
Penaranda, who was fired last week for having publicly denounced the Ancash department public
health authorities. Health Minister Ilda Urizar has denied Penaranda's accusations. In statements
to reporters in Huaraz on March 3, Penaranda said 55 persons, most of them children, had died as a
result of measles during a 72-hour period in the Rapalla district alone. Another 230 children, he said,
died in several communities located in the Callejon de Conchucos area since the epidemic broke out
in November. According to Penaranda, "They have fired me only for telling the truth because as a
doctor I could not remain silent. The situation in the region is drastic, and the epidemic continues to
advance..." Ancash, a coastal department, is located north of Lima. (Basic data from AP, 03/04/88)
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